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untouchable problem needs is a slight correction of view.
Untouchability is a misdemeanour; not a class. It should be
applied only to those who neglect to carry out the Hindu
injunction of cleanliness. If a man who does scavenging
work refuses to wash himself he is a menace to society and,
therefore, rightly becomes untouchable.
I know that this is not according to the original Hindu law,
but it is according to the thoughts of many Hindus to/day.
The seventy of the early attitude towards untouchables was
induced by the fact that they were largely a conquered class.
That severity has weakened much. It would become but an
enlightened form of ethics under a little sympathetic under/
standing. We must not forget that Christianity itself was a
primitive savage once. It was only the other day that we
burned the last witch.
Politically what we have done in India is to remove a holy
mountain in order to sink a drain/pipe.
Many are troubled about the ethical aspect of our being in
India    I was myself.   Why should one race dominate another
even in the mildest and most humane way 2   The philosophic
roots of such a question are too deep and intricate for complete
examination here; but Britain has always claimed for her
colonisation enterprises the elevation and liberation of the
peoples concerned.   The people of India may have needed
liberation from their own internal disorder at the time Britain
took over her government, but that she had as much mental
and spiritual elevation as any other country can be seen from
a glance at her religious  and philosophic history.    That
portion of India which has a voice demanded control of its
own affairs.   Britain has given such control on condition that it
is used without bias.   That much can be said in favour of
Britain; but I am a sound believer in the moral law of the
universe.   Whether there is any ultimate value in it or not
there is a retributive agency at work in human affairs.   The
acts of a nation like the acts of an individual not only express
character but determine fate.   All the complexities of modern